ed, being the sources of this poison, was unfounded ; that putrefaction under any shape had no effect in producing it; that it never emanated from water in bulk, however putrid ; but is the product of a highly advanced stage of the drying process in absorbent soils that had previously and recently been saturated with water. The illustrations were principally taken from the countries where the author had served during the last twenty-five years, and exhibited a great variety of facts and observations in support of the opinions advanced. Other properties of the marsh poison, such as its adherence to, and attraction for, lofty umbrageous trees and rising grounds in the neighbourhood of swamps ; its concentration in ravines and hollows; its absorption bypassing over water; its rarefaction or dissolution by the sun's heat, and by regular currents of wind, were also pointed out and illustrated. In the course of his paper, the author, while treating of the effects of the marsh poison, was led to consider the yellow fever of the tropics, which he views as the extreme and most baleful product of the marsh poison ; and he brought many facts and arguments, which he conceived incontestibly established the noncontagious nature of that dreadful malady. Leeds, February 4, 1820.
